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ABC NIGHTLINE
7 June 1983

ROPPZIL: As we've noted, this latest episode in the conflict between the United States -
and Nicaragus began yesterdsy when Nicaragus orderec those three U.S. diplomats
expelled anc accused them of &spiring lo assassinating high level Nicaraguan

©Zficials. Nightline correspondent Jack Smith brings us up to date on whst Lappened
today.

SMITE: The day's evenls began as the three U.S. ‘diplomats expelled for allegedly
lrving to poison Nicaraguan officials arrived back in Washingien

a1 mid afternoozx.
Embassy Second Secretary *Armelc Rodriguez, accusec by the Ricaraguans of directing

the zllegec piot. Counselor Linds *Piifel whe was supposec 1o have trained Nicaraguan
conspiralors and political officer Davic *Gseeg, who the Nicaraguans clain was Cla
station chief in Managua. Over st the State Department. U.S. officisls continue to
reject the Nicaraguar chsrge as absurd, anc this lhey respondec. Nicaraguse's new
ambassador here, Antonio “Jusguen was .summoned to the Stste Department at 3:00 anc
orderec 1o close all of Nicaragus's six consulates in the United States. The _
Nicaraguan consulate in New York must shut down lomorrow, so must. the consulstes in
Sar Francisco, Miami, New Orleans, los Angeles anc Houston. The consuls must leave
immecdialely, their staffs by Friday, s total) of 2] ciplomals for the three U.S.
diplomstis Nicaragus expelled yesiredsy. Larly this evening the Nicaraguans began to
react. In New York, Nicaragus's U.S. ambassador tolc & news conference relations with
"the U.S. hac deterioralec to the point where war io Central Americs was & possibility.
JAVIER CEAMORRO (Nicaraguan Amb to UN): We believe that the greatest efforts must de
made to avoic confrontstion. For our part we believe That the current policy of the

Nortih American adninistration'bringing Central Americs in inaucdible) to the
possibility of war.

SKITE: 4s all of this was happening today, the House Foreign Affairs deal: s blow to
agministration poliey in Centra) Americs. The sction is not expected to survive the
full House anc Senste, but by 20 tc 14, the committee voted to deny funds for the
adminisiraiton's covert operation thst keeps as many as 7,000 guerrillas inside
Nicaragus fighting the Sandinists governmen{ there. The administration $a3ys the
guerrillas are stopping communist arms from entering £l Salvador. The committee
majority today Cisagreec. REP. GERRY STUDDS (D-Mass.): It has nothing whalever to do
with interdiction of arms,and they are actively seeking to trigger s civil war in
vhich thousands of innocent people seem certsin to die. REP. HENRY EYDE (R=-111.):

Why 6o we keep making the bemisphere ssfe for Russian: anc communisw? We gdo it
anc again in the nawe of enlightened foreign policy.
Witk Central Americs hesting up st home anc sbrosc,
ambassador st large to the region, Richard Stone,
arrives in Sicaragus Friday for the firs: icaraguan
governmenl in nearly two years, but 31 s time when relatlion: seem almost beyonc
repais. This is Jack Smith for Nightline in Washington.

t sgain .
It boggles the minc. SMITE: !
the adminisiration's new

tonight is in Cenirs) Americs. ‘He
talks the U.S has hac with the Ni

ROPPEZL: With us now live from Capitol Hill is Republiican Congressman Gerszld Solomon
of Nevw York, s member of the House Foreign Affairs Committee. Be Voled tocey against
cutting of funds for covert aid to rebeis in Nicsragus, saying the alternst;ve might
mean cirect military involvement. And from our dureav in Miami, Wavne Smith who wvas
chief of the U.S5. % in Havans from 1079 to 1982, anc resignec because he
‘€isagreec with Repfar administrstion policy in Lslir Americs. Ambassador Smith, it
was lhsl policy Yhat caused you-to Tesign about = vear 2go. Whst we seem to have mow
is much more o0f the sawe. Are you concerned by what seems to be ar almost unstoppable
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downward spiral now? SMITH: Yes, i1 seems to me that we are left, virtually, without
s pos:tion in Nicaragus and if the expulsions reflect the deterioration iv» relations
beiween the United Slales and Nicaragua, the secret war certainly will solve nothing.
It will not get ric of the Sandinists government, it has not interdictec any arms,anc
certainly it will not pressure the Sandinistas to hold elections, ouite the opposite,
Sc it seems (o0 me thal we are lefl the resuli of the secret war will be to leave us
without any influence irn Nicaragus wilh ne conircl over the course of evenis.

ROPPEL: Congressman Solomon, ] know that vou are in fsvor of continuing covert
- assislance to those contras who are fighting against the Nicsraguan government, but
a&re vou in favor of the kind of action thst was taken by the Stste Department today,
anc :f so, why? SOLOMON: Absolutely, Ted. Fifst of 3l) the trumpec up charges were
obviously plannec to ciscrecit Specisl Envoy Senstor Stone's expectec visit on Fridey
tc Nicsragus, anc this of course has been the sction that the Nicaraguan government
has taken all along during their four yesr history. Secondly, vou know, the Resgan
administrstion did not close down the Nicaraguan Washinglon embassy, and no personnel
‘was expelled. So we still have s cislogue going on between the two countries as we
 shoulc. The State Department did order six consulste offices closec since they exist
as & courlesy, anc the extension of specisl courtesy is no longer warrantec. Wnen vou

consider the tresiment anc the outrageous lies levelec agsainst our embassy personnel
in NicsTagus.

ROPPEL: Are you, are you resding something now or are you telling me what's op your
own mind? SOLOMON: I'm telling vou exactly whst's on my mown mine (sit) and exactly
what ] said in the commitlee meeting this afternoon.

ROPPEL: But you seem 1o be looking down at notes, forgive me if you're not. SOLOMON:

-

No I'm mot, but my eyes are botherec by these lights here Tec, it's 11:30 at night
here in Wasington.

ROPPEL: Okay £ine. SOLOMON: And lastly I think thet you will findé that those
consuiate offices probaby woulc have been closec anywsy because ] think you're going
to see information made in the not to cdistant future which indicatec thst these
consulate offices which were meant to ceal wilh consulate affsirs with problems with
Nicaraguanr citizens of the United Stales anc promoting trade in this counmtry. I think
you're going to find thatl you slsc hac comsicerable intelligence activities going on.
ROPPEL: Well I spoke with & with & senior govermment officis] this evening who
curiously enough tolc me exactly the same thing. But what's so surprising about thst?
lsn't that what all embassy anc consular officisls do? SOLOMON: Well if they do it
they do it in violstion of U.S. law, anc certainly we're not going to stand for it.
But the fzct is we have retzliatecd, certainly, ]l don't think these consulate offices
should be existing here. If it's going to promole trade, vou know the United States
citizens buy over S100 million in goods from Nicaragus and when our people are treated
that way, why shoulcd we give them the specisl courtesies thal many other countries
don't even have. They don't have consulate offices spread throughout this country.

ROPPEL: Anbassador Smith, whst happens, well first of 5l1] let me ask you, do you
think this is prelude to & breaking off of ciplomatic relstions, and if not, what 6o
ve have left in terms of diplomstic relations with Niceragus? SMITH: Not necessarily
an immediate prelude. ] da think thst the expulsions on both sides were unfortunate.
When these things get starfed, one side retaliales, then the other side then
retalistes again, and it could very well lead ip time to s complete rupture in
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Telations. But the fact is that the expulsion, as 1 said, simply reflects the state
cf our present relations, which hac deterioratec badly, there is mow & high state of
tensions between the two countries,-and the unfortuante thing is that we are left with
Do way of influencing the situation. This was all vercy unnecessary, anc I would
invite you to go back anc look at the statement issued by the State Departmwent on I
believe it was April ) or 2 of 198) in which we stated that we had no evidence, hac
had‘nc_evidence for some weeks, of & continuing flow of arms thst the other forms of
ass:stance, propaganc: anc so forih seem to have been suspendec. But, we cut.off
economic assistance ancd started our secret war, st leasl. we cid begin the
confrontational approach st that time. That was the beginning of i1, ancé we are now

Teaching the denouement, the logical denouement. The setret war was futile to begin
with.

ROPPEL: Excuse me. We're going to-have to take s break for & noment, but‘uhen we

cowe back I'c like to talk about whst options, then, are left open to the United
States. : '

ROPPZL: Joining us agsin now from Capitol Eill Congressmar Gerale Soloman of New York
anc frop Miami, Weyne Swith, former chief of the U.S. *Introsection i» Ravans.
Congressman Soloman, you were upset with vour own commiltee todsy for voting sgainst
covert aid. Why? SOLOMAN: Well, ] was, Ted, but let me correct s stalement that was
made by Iformer Ambassador Smith when he said that there was no evidence on Nicaraguan
intervention in other countries. Mr. Smith, even [he Democrals, the most liberal
"Democrals who oppose any kinc of aic against Nicaragus disagree with you, and thst's
why ip the bill that was reportec todsy out of our Foreign Affairs Committee changed
the covert operation aid over to overt operstior aic, 50 I'm afraid you're in the vast
minority. SMITE: Well, you‘rg misquoting me. That's not what I saic. Now ;if yvou'll
go back and reac.... SOLOMAN: Llet me, if I could just answer Ted's Guestion.

ROPPEL: Well, I1'1] tell vou what. Since you've rephrased DY Question 1o answer .

Ambassador Smith, let's give hip 5 chance to answer vours. SOLOMAN: 411 right.
Fine.

ROPPZL: Go aheac, Ambassador. SMITH: ] dic not say thst Nicaragus has not given any |
assistance. Whal ] saic was that at our behest they appeared to have suspendec that i
assistance bsck in 1981, and we acknowledged as much. The Reagan adminisiration in
its statement of April 1, 198]1, ststed that the flow seemec 1o have been suspended.
We went right.... . : :

ROPPEL: You're not maintaiming.... You'Te not maintaining now, Ambassador, sre you,
that there is no assistance from Nicaragus to Il Salvador, sre you? SMITR: No, I'm °
not saying that st all. £ course there has been sowme. I'm not saying that at all,
an¢ 1 will go further and say thst the Reagar adgministration's way of addressing the
probler certainly has notl solved it.

ROPPEL: All right. Now let's get back to my original cuestion. Why are you upset,
Congressmpan, that the.... First of 8ll you think thst the whole House is going to
upholc this? SOLOMAN: ] certainly 6o nol, anc I'm glac to hear former Ambassador

~ Smith correct his stastement, because.... SMITH: 1'm correcting yours. SOLOMAN:
...there's & lot of classified-information here which would prove him wrong, but let
me just say this. ] think the-congressional blockage of covert sctivities in Central
America, which is stemming the f{low of arms and weapons anc manpower into E] Salvador
and Bonduras, 1 think is selling the United States of Americs down the drain, anc I
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think it is siding anc abelling the spread of international communism, not only
throughout Central America but throughout the entire Western Bemisphere. The bill
that was reportec today converts all of the aid that we are presently giving from
covert to overt, anc I maintair that direct overt zid woulcd lead the Unmited States of
Americs inlo direct war, even possibly using U.S military men, manpower, and 1 think
thst's absolulely wrong. What's the other slternative’ The other alternstive to
e:ther agsinst cover! or overt aif is no involvement whialsoever, and ] can tell you
thet :f thst happens you're geing to see Guatemals, Costs Rica, Columbiz, Panams, all
of the Central American couniries £zll, anc then two things might happen. One. our
entire nalional securaly would be severely under direct possible aTlack with possible
ballistic missiles sitting 400 miles off our shore, ancd lel the American taxpaver
think about this. Even if we weren't directly involvecd with possible nat;ionsl
security problems, what would happen to the millions, the millions of refugees and
illegsl sliens coming into this country, and who would psy that cost, and what would
be the resull of American working people losing their jobs because of the inflov of
millions of more people like we had with the Hsitians, like we had with the Cubans?
This country won't stanc for that, and we're not going to jeopardize it. We're going
"to defest thst bBill :irn the hHouse of Representatives, not even to speak of the Senate.

ROPPEL: Well, now, Congressman, vou've certainly psintecd & Cire enough picture. J
wmean whal with the bdallistic missiles and the huge addilions! umemploymen:i, anc you
think thstl can be stoppec by covert assistance? SOLOMAN: ] think thst covert
assistance, when you haVe asms anc weapons coming actross the border into Honduras or
into El Sslvader, I think that when you can blow & bridge, not the Unitec States, but
the rebels, the insurgents, when they can blow & bridge, wher the can dynamite s road,
when they can sabotage an airplane, which is bringing wespons into El Salvador, it's s

heck of 3 lol cheaper than it is going into ap overt war thst possibly would effect
U.S. military personnel. '

ROPPEL: Ambassador Smith, you see those as the optioms? SMITE: No, certainly not.
1f the secret war were the ansver, thern ve shoulc see some improvement in the
situstion after slmost Iwc years. Rather than that we see that the situstion is
ceteriorsting. First of sll, the secret war obviously was not begun to interdict
aTms, but the administration cannot point 1o s single rifle or s single bullet that
has been interdicted as & result of this operstion. As s mslier of fact, sccording to
Various members of the sdmisiration, when they want to emphasize the flow they say
thel it has increasec, and what's the secret war for. I certainly is gonna get rid of
the Sancdinistas. I would say thet the Reagan administrstion's policies in Central
Anmerics are leading to exactly the kind of situstion thst the congressman has just
outlined. They're leading us to s foreign policy disaster of the first magnitude.

ROPPEL: All right, Congressman, we have just s few seconds left for this segment.
Summsrize your response, if you will. SOLOMAN: I would say.... 1 would say this,
thst certainly the other eight countries thast agreed to the San Jose agreement, who
signec that pact, to the other four countries, Hexico, Columbis, Panams, who signed
the *Contadero pact, these countries think the Reagan sdministration sre going in the
right direction. SMITE: No, they do not. SOLOMAN: Even the countries that don't,
that Gon't share our politicsl views, anc vet the Nicaraguan: refused to sit cown and
negotiate &t 2]1. SMITE: (Imaudible).

-

ROPPZL: 1'l]l tel) you what. .Gentlemen, let me just interrupt for s second because
I'r not sure on what basis, Congresssman, you suggest thst the countries thst
participated in the *Contadero conferg¢nce approve of our policy. Where, where did
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tney-ffy that:’ “SOLC.’!?AN: They want them tc sit down on & multi-laterz) basis and
negoliate, but the Nicaraguans don't want to do thst. They want to nepotiat
bilsterally with Honduras. ’ gotaate

PPTY . T 3 s ¢
K?.;-Z. I unoe.st;n@ Phat: Where dic they, where dic¢ Lhey enunciate their ‘approval
of L.s. covert aclivilies in Centrasl Americs? SOLOMAN: Thev dic not. They, the )
sta;gc their approval ?f multi-lstera] negotiations between the Organization’o‘ Y
ﬁ:er:c§n States. That's what the San Jose pact was 31} about. That's whar th;
entladero pact was al) sbout 3 ! :
CheniRSere pact. , ant the Laca?aguans refused to cooperate in either of
L3
KS{P;%: fll right, gfntlemen,.a lot more to talk about, and I wish we could. but I'm
&-721c we re oul of time on this segweni. Thank you both very much indeec -~ T
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